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Donations 

All donations to the Burn 

Support Group are tax 

deductable.  Please help 

our organisation as little 

or as much as you can. 

Thank you to all our 
anonymous donators. 

 

Quote 
 “To be yourself in a world that is constantly 

trying to make you something else is the 

greatest accomplishment.”  
 

― Ralph Waldo Emerson 
  

CAMP 2014!!! 
23

rd
-27

th
 January 2013  

Register your interest by emailing info@burns.org.nz or 

calling our office on 09 270 0640.  

Camp attendance is FREE for children aged between 7 

and 18yrs. 

 

 

NEW WEBSITE!!! 

Take a look at our new website, which just went live this 

week.  It’s fun, and interactive – were are positive you’ll 

love it.  Tell us your thoughts, once you’ve had a peek    

www.burns.org.nz 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/12080.Ralph_Waldo_Emerson
http://www.burns.org.nz/


 

 

  

 

 

My resignation from 

the Fire Service no 

longer allows me the 

luxury of statistical 

knowledge to confirm 

such a statement but 

having attended the 

Burn Support Board meeting last night and the 

general discussions it appears that my concerns 

are founded. 

Please be careful out there as most “if not all 

burns” are preventable.  Remember also the 20 

minute cooling rule. “Seconds to burn but at 

least 20 minutes in cold running water to cool”. 

Evidence has been coming through for some 

time now that those burn survivors who applied 

cooling for 20 minutes the degree of injury and 

rate of recovery were greatly improved by this 

early and appropriate cooling. 

My Presidents report for the AGM reflected the 

fantastic “firsts” your Board have celebrated and 

gave you an insight into the future strategic 

directions and goals to be discussed by the New 

Board. 

The New Board shall have a new President as I 

did not be seek re-election. Most of the current, 

if not all, members seeked re-election and I 

welcome Martina Burrell who I’m positive will 

bring a lot new ideas to the board. 

I am very happy to be able to leave the Board in 

the positive state that it is and want to personally 

congratulate on your behalf them all for the 

fantastic voluntary work they have all given to 

the strategies for burns survivors. 

It is also with a great degree of sadness that I 

need to advise all members of Carrie’s 

resignation as the Administrator to the Board. 

Carrie has certainly contributed a great deal to 

your Board whilst it is our loss to know that we 

have had a small part in her developing and 

allowing her to grow has given her a future 

opportunity to help others with “Cure Kids”. All 

the very best for your future Carrie. 

And finally to you, members, supporters of burn 

survivors and survivors I extend my personal 

best wishes for your futures. The four years I 

have been blessed to be on the Board, last three 

as President have been great; working with 

fantastic committed professional people and like-

minded people has given me a lot of satisfaction. 

I wish the new Board the very best for the future 

and I leave with the upmost confidence that the 

Burn Support Group will continue and to support 

survivors and look at new and better ways of 

achieving those goals to which they have set. 

God bless you all. 

George 

 

 

 

 

President Georgie Says: 

 



 

Farewell to our President 

George, 

After joining the Board on 14 May 2008 as a board member, and then 

becoming President in August 2010, George has decided to retire from 

the Burn Support Group Charitable Trust.  

George has been an inspirational leader. He has always led by 

example, and was always the first one to ‘put his hand up’ when 

volunteers were needed. He was always very good at ‘coercing’ others 

into being involved without them realising!! He has devoted an 

enormous amount of time and energy to the charity and community 

work. This has always been done so willingly with compassion and a 

great deal of empathy. Always bright and breezy, and never a bad word 

said.  

His passion and respect for others and his community goes without 

question. He processes a genuine desire to help those he thought most at risk, plus getting the safety 

message out there. How rewarding it must be, when at events, children come up to ‘Fireman George’ and 

talk about George visiting their school or community group and remembering the safety message that 

George had taught them.  

George, we shall miss your dedication, enthusiasm, laughter, organisational skills, can do attitude.......I 

could go on and on to list your many qualities, but most of all George we shall miss you. It has been an 

absolute pleasure and privilege to work with you as your Vice President. You have taught us all so 

much.  

On behalf of the Board, I wish you every success for your new business venture and the future.  

I am sure you succeed in all that you do, and we know, that you are only a phone call away – ha-ha! 

Take care, keep well and keep safe George, and I shall say it – you will be back!!!  

Best wishes,  

Jan & everyone at the Burn Support Group 

 

Welcome to our New President – 

Mark Wiggins 

Hello,  

My name is Mark and I am currently living in Auckland but I was born in 

Chelmsford, Essex in the South east of England. 

My involvement with burns spans all the way back to 1994 shortly after I 

qualified, when I started working as a registered nurse on a regional burn unit 

in Essex. Since then I have worked with either acute burn patients or burn 

survivors.  

I moved from the UK to New Zealand in 2006 when the opportunity arose to 

work as a specialist nurse on the National Burn Centre at Middlemore 

Hospital. This is where I met Jan (vice president) and was invited to join the Burn Support Group 

Charitable Trust as a board member.  



 

Although I have since left the Burn Centre and currently work as a District Nurse I continue my 

involvement with the charity. 

I had been a trustee for the past year and have recently been elected to the role of President. 

I vow, with the support of the board to ensure that burn survivors remain the focus of the charity and that 

the money and recourses kindly donated are used wisely and for the benefit of those it is intended for as 

well as continue and enhance the vision of the previous board. 

Mark 

 

Camp Susquehanna 2013  

For those of you who read our last newsletter, there was an article in their about the Burn Support Group 

having the opportunity to take a burn survivor over to America to attend Camp Susquehanna a burn camp 

for children.  Jack had an amazing time, and did so well having never travelled overseas.  He made 

friends I’m sure he will stay in touch with, learnt a little more about himself, got to share his experience 

with more people and learnt different strategies that may help him in his future. I was honoured to be able 

to watch him through his journey, and definitely feel that this trip gave him a little more confidence and 

helped him to be able to see what he can now add to our camps in New Zealand.  We hope to also have 

some our own guests from America at our camp next January which will be very exciting.   

So on behalf of myself and the Burn Support Group, we want to thank Jack for representing us and doing 

and amazing job. 

A few pictures of our trip  



 

Camp Susquehanna - Jack Kelly 

I had the time of my life at Camp in America, meeting all the other amazing burn survivors and the staff.  
I liked how the camp was spilt into groups and it was easier to work with and that the groups were in the 
same age groups.  I like how the the camp had heaps of different activities and all the kids had a go at 
them, and that there was not a bunch of kids having to wait their turns because of the group layouts, it 
was awesome.  I liked that no parents were at camp as the kids seemed more confident and involved 
with what was happening at camp, and were all very happy. 

I would like to say a hug thank you to Carrie, she was wonderful and I think we both say we had a blast!!! 

Thank you so much to NZ Burn Support Group, without you I would have never got to experience such 
an awesome opportunity and will never forget my experience. I look forward to sharing my story with 
the other kids at next year’s camp in NZ. 

I would also like to add that I am still in contact with my friends from camp and one is looking at saving 
to come to NZ for a visit. 

Kind regards, 

Jack Kelly 

 



 

SAVE THE DATE – GET YOUR TICKETS NOW!!! 

BURN SUPPORT GROUP CHARITY NIGHT 

 
Burn Support Group are hosting a Charity Race Night on the 08th November 2012 

The perfect end of year function or a great night out with friends and family!!! 
 

Tickets $65  

$27.50 from each ticket sold will go towards the support of burn survivors, children’s camp and prevention. 

Please come along and support the Burn Support Group it's going to be a fabulous night.  

Please call 09 270 0640 or email carrie@burns.org.nz for ticket sales 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LET’S BE FRIENDS 
Show your support and join us on Facebook 
- You can help support the Burn Support 
Group, raise awareness of our work and 
help us reach out to people who may like to 
sponsor us. 

Visit - http://www.facebook.com/burn 
support group charitable trust 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/burn


 

 

Farewell to Carrie, our Secretary 

Administrator 

 
I came to work for the Burn Support Group 4 years ago; I still 

remember my first day.  I had no clue what to expect, I was very 

nervous.  Everyone was lovely and had so much faith in me and after 

hours of working through how Burn Support Group ran, I found my feet 

and confidence. 

 

Over the four years I learnt a lot about myself and have grown into a 

confident woman, who now has direction in where I want my career to 

progress too.  Burn Support Group gave me opportunities that I will 

never forget and I thank you for trusting that I could carry the charity 

through the changes we have had over the years. 

 

I’m moving on to work with Cure Kids as their Marketing & Events coordinator, which is very exciting; 

although I’m very sad to be leaving my little family at Burn Support Group, I know this is the right 

decision.   

I have met some amazing people and will always have them in my life, and for that I thank you again.  I 

will miss my favourite Burns Camp weekend, seeing those kids every year is a such a special thing to be 

a part of.  

 

 I feel very privileged to have had the opportunity to be a part of the Burn Support Group family, and will 

miss you all terribly.  XX 
 

Introducing our new Secretary Administrator - Nikki 

Boucher 
 

Hi everyone.  I am very excited to take on the role of Secretary Administrator 

with Burns Support Group Charitable Trust.  I am a Mother of four children, 

including twin girls who keep me on my toes.  I love sports, socialising and 

especially my family. 

 

I come from a background of primary school teaching and working in the 

corporate world in Marketing and Administration with Fletcher Challenge 

Steel. 

I am a very approachable person so please don’t hesitate to call or email me 

with any questions or just to say hi.  I am looking forward to meeting everyone 

and assisting in any way possible.   

 

Nikki 

  

Farewell to Carrie our Secretary/Administrator 

 



 

BURN SUPPORT GROUP CHARITABLE TRUST, INC 
Phone: 09 270 0640    Email: info@burns.org.nz  

 

Name:    Phone:   

Address:   

   

Email:   

 

 Thank you; please delete my name from your mailing list. 

 I wish to receive the BSG newsletter, please add me to your mailing list. 

 My address has changed my new address is: 
 
     
 
  

 I would like the Burn Support Group to contact me. 

 I enclose a donation of $                 for the Burn Support Group Charitable Trust.  
(All donations are tax deductable.) 

 

Direct Debit 

To make a donation by direct debit please 
use the details below: 

A NZ Bank 
Account Number: 06 0233 0068794 00 

Post to: 

Burn Support Group Charitable Trust, Inc 
P.O Box 97164 
Manukau City, 
Auckland 2241

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@burns.org.nz

