winter

camp’ for
burns kids

A group of voung burns survivors converged on the Rua-
pehn area recently for a camp with a difference - enjoving
a winter pat-together rather than their nspal summer break.

Tavlor Lodpe at Pokaka was host to 26 young people
and their supporters and staff from Bums Support Chan-
table Trust.

The Trust runs a number of camps and events for bums
sufferers, including the youth camp, with the aim of pro-
viding a suppoftive experience whers the group have all
pot experience with burns injuries

“The camp 1s five days where the lnds can develop re-
lanonships with others who share their expenence — they
realize thev are not alone.

“They develop their confidence and self-esteem through
these camps and they really flounsh.”

Druring their camp they got to plav in the snow at Whaka-
papa and take a nde in the Sky Waka gondola, visited the
Nanonal Army Museum in Waiouru, the Dmozaur Museum
in Raetihi, mountain biking on the Ohakune Old Coach
Road, climbing at Vertigo Climbing Gym, and enjoy
chocolate éclairs at Ohakune's Skiers Inn.

One of the camp kids, Tom, said the best thing for him
was the snow sledding and “chucling a few snowhalls™
This was lus tourth camp and he savs they are a “good
axcuse to pet away and do something different”™

His father, who 15 a volunteer on the camp, said it

waz a great way for the kds to get together and share

BXperiances.
“Some of them are from preiy hard backgrounds and
there’s a lot of thangs they would never get to do.”
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Jovana, origisally from
Serbia, talks about her
burns, which came from an
exerrise meadmill when she
shipped off 1t 2nd became
trapped and the oeadmill
track kept poing, cansmp
third-degres barms o ket

The Ccamp was A Freat
place for the kids iv share
their stores in 3 fun and
Eree poace.

Maehele Heary, evenls
co-ordinaser, said she mant-

ed o tell the Balers how

kind and suppertive the
commumty of Obakane
were regarding ibe Camp

“The Tavlor Ledpe cam
ers, Kvlie and Ben were
more than w I:..l.'l'.'l.I.LII.':=". at
each actrvaty the business
cwmers or staff could oot
kave heen moTe accommo
dating, this was noticed by
all the leadecs, parals
myself,” said

At the Lodge they en-
joyed a quiz aftermoon as
well a3 an evening takemt
quest.

The Trust encourages
parewts not to attend the
camp, o kelp with kds de-
velop mote independence,
tut they do make ezcep-
tioms for newhies

The Trust also runs e
eats for aomen who bave
suffered bums ac well ag
men’s days pat”

Ax unll a5 thankimg the
suppart from the Waima
rino commumnity, Michele
says there = the opportu-
maty fior pecple to sporsor a
child to take part in camps
Readers can donate by go-
g U0 oarw buThs org K2
ardd clicknng on the donaie
butoa

=
LB Ll .a-.l..HE..:u"..!'.rr 18
-md:fhfmgmpkﬂl-lrlm.:Hﬂhlhnt.?hnmppﬂrﬁ:dﬂleuhﬂﬂnlchmntm

spend time with others who also experience life after burns and subsequeent surgeries.




